
Dear Parents,  
     I want to welcome you and your student to a new school year!  Although many 
things have changed, and this year may look different than previous ones, the 
commitment I have for the safety and well-being of my students has not.  Fourth 
grade is an exciting time as children embark upon new adventures in the world of 
learning.  This is a year of important transitions, as well as one in which acquisition of 
new skills is accelerated.  I hope to make your child's learning experiences a fun and 
exciting one, and I hope to instill a love of learning that will last throughout your 
child's years of schooling.  I will be sending a detailed letter within the next weeks 
describing the subjects we will be studying, classroom rules, responsibilities, and 
expectations, and the 4th grade grading scale. 
  
     A few notes: 
     *  The first day of school is August 19th and will be a half day.  
     *   At this time the bus company has not confirmed that we will have bus service 
 due to the public school schedule.  Mrs. Spohn will continue to monitor this and 
 keep parents posted. 
     *  To increase comfort students may wear any Mary Monday t-shirt or a solid red 
 or blue t-shirt during the first couple months of school.  
     *  Each student will need a refillable water bottle.  We will not be using a shared 
 water fountain. 
     *  Bring a beach towel!  We will be utilizing the beautiful outdoors during some of 
 our lessons. 
     *  Make sure your name is on all of your school supplies. Supplies will not be shared 
 among students. 
  
     We will be having a Virtual Back to School Night!  Our scheduled time is Monday, 
August 17, at 7:00 p.m.  You will receive an invite to join the evening before.  
  
     I am so incredibly excited to begin this school year!  I look forward to meeting 
you...at a socially safe distance ;)...very soon! 
  
     Please feel free to contact me through school speak if you have any questions or 
concerns. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mary Shippert  
 


